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hand the numerous reforms, some of them unnecessary, and all either harsh, precipitate, or extreme, have thrown into the aristocratic party a great number of discontented.
" The military, who as such look up to the sovereign, are somewhat less factious than they were, but they are rather a mob than an army, and must, I think, fall either to the aristocratic or Jacobin side of the question. The middlemen are in a whimsical situation. In the. Senate they follow the Jacobin counsels rather than appear connected with the other party. The same principle of sliamefacedness operates on great occasions out-of-doors, but as the aristocrats have been forced down by a torrent of opinion from the heights of their absurd pretensions, and as the middlemen begin to be alarmed at the extremities to which they have been hurried, those two parties might come together if it were not for personal animosities among the leaders.
" This middle party would be the strongest if the nation were virtuous, but, alas! this is not the case, and therefore I think it will only serve as a stepping-stone for those who may find it convenient to change sides. In the midst, however, of all these confusions, what with confiscating the church property, selling the domains, curtailing pensions, and destroying offices, but especially by that great liquidator of public debt, a paper currency, this nation is working its way to a new state of active energy which will, I think, be displayed as soon as a vigorous government* shall establish itself. The intervening confusion will probably call forth men of talent to form such government and to exert its powers."
About a week later Morris dined xvith Montmorin, when they discussed the decrees. " He tells me that he is well pleased with my reflections, but he does not expect to do anything in the tobacco affair, the Assembly are so violentover the people. On the other, *'exist in a country where the revenue is farmed,"ns.   The history of the farmers-general was the martyrizing of                                     ; the tax-payers; for the tax-gatherers France was a conquered country.    They                                         >js me better, a fi ne turtle.                            |
